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November 11,  2003

Members in Good Standing

Alumni Association, Maritime College, State University of New York

Dear Alumnus/Alumna:

I am writing to address the troubling subject of what SUNY may do when and if the

membership of this Association votes to retain independence, as the Association has had for

100 years,  notwithstanding the mandates (“Guidelines”) and ultimatum that would have us

cede our autonomy to SUNY.

Over the past several months, and especially over the past few weeks, Ted Mason and I

have met with outside counsel to discuss these very concerns.   I shall summarize the opinions

that have emerged from those discussions.

First,  it is probably beyond dispute that SUNY can demand that we vacate our offices

at the Maritime College campus, and that we would have little choice but to comply.  As a

practical matter,  this would impair the Association’s ability to serve the school, and may well

create bad publicity for SUNY, but as a legal matter they would be within their rights to make

such a demand.  In any event, a move off-campus would not, of itself, create serious obstacles

to our ability to function.

Second, SUNY may demand that we cease using the phrases “Maritime College”

and/or “State University of New York” in our name.  It is not clear,  however, that SUNY

could legally compel us to change our Association’s name if we refused to do so voluntarily. 

As one attorney,  who happens to be a former Assistant Attorney General of the Charities

Bureau of the Attorney General’s Office, pointed out to Ted and me at one of our meetings,

the Association has been using the phrases “Maritime College” and “State University of New

York” in its name for decades, and the doctrine of laches (similar to a “statute of limitations”)

would probably resolve the question in our favor.  As the attorney explained,  describing a

recent comparable case involving Columbia, SUNY might have had an excellent case decades

ago when we first began using the name, but it has failed to assert any such claim for a very

long time, allowing the Association to conduct its activities in reliance upon such continued
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